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Chiaago - December 3, 1932 

Conference with Drs. Howhton, Lillie. Taliaferro and Woodward 

h y 8  ha comes in to blk over decision bs must make a8 reg;axd8 Me om 
f'uture. fs in dlaagraeatent 15th tendency which he reports at Woago to a+ 
pharrise soaey nakhg activities of aembera uf the feculty. 
ohether he dshes to keep oa i n  neurology or go into psychiatry olp take up 
private graotfcs. ?old him f a d d  not nreke any desidm for hg, but that 
I thoqght ch-s of a eatlsfachry w e e r  in psychistry very good and 
that his b i n i n g  could be wide into a aseful oontributian in that field, 
%rrarktoned tbs f8ot that  RP vas i n h a t e d  in fellorrehip for training in 
prsoaihtrs aad slued eublacta. 

Does not ]mor 



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 

Psychiatry at Chioano 
Interview with Gideon Wells - December 9, 1932 

Story of the Sprague Inst i tute  substanti&l$.,~ the following: The children 
of 001. Otho Sprague are Col. Albert Sprague of Chicago, bs. Wesley Mltchell of 
New Pork, Mrs. Adolph C. uller, and U S 8  Nancy Sprague. Mr. Mitchell and Mr. 
Miller were both a t  one time on the Univ. of Chicago faculty. One i s  now w e l l  
known as an economist and the other as a member of the Federal Fteserve Board. 
Miss Nancy Sprague is irrevocably insane, and some of the money which she in- 
herited from her father i s  being used fo r  her maintenance. 

Otho Sprague's will provided that bkght- ten years af te r  his death if his 
daughter did not recover her sanity the money which would have been her8 be d&d-  
ted t o  the broad purposes of &urnan welfare. Thfs was left in the  Northern Trust 
00. of Chioago, and Ryerson, Thos. D. Jones, Bwtle t t ,  Billings, and other8 were 
named as trustees, Billings mat@. the lxwsteee 
work. 

in favor of supporting remarah 
The fund became operative about 1917, and Wells has been the director. 

Wells' purpose has been t o  prevent allocation of the inuome of the fund t o  
any fixed purpose but to use it for variotm types of researoh work. 
1921 001. Albert Sprague asked i f  the f'und could not be used for  advancement of 
psychiatry. Billings opposed this judgment, Judson was uuinterested, but the 
rest of the oommittee beeams progressively interested i n  using the fund for tbis 
purpose. A t  any rate eventually Billings ha6 changed hi8 att i tude and I s  enthu- 
siastio for  such use. The ineome from the fund i n  1930 was $130,000 - it is now 
about #100,000. 

Along about 

The Sprague famUy, i. e. Col. Sprague, Mrs. Mitchell and bks. Wller  about 
1922 stated that they would provide $500,000 additional for a building when the 
Univ. of Chioago dould guarantee teaching and maintenance. 
w a l d  Fund was disposed t o  offer funds for maintenance i f  the RF would put up 
funds for teaching. This, however, did not materialize. 

In 1928-29 the Rorsen- 

In the past five years Wells has t r ied t o  get a oonneation with the State 
Insane Asylums, but this was blocked by Pres. Kinley of Ill. Univ. 
Pres. Ohase would have no objection t o  it. 
informal promise on the part of the family t o  oontribute $500,000 for  a building 
is something they could hardly meet if requested t o  do 80 now, and perhaps th i s  
offer should be removed from the reoord. Wells twnks that eventually from 
Nanay Sprague's Estate and from Mrs. Hiller there w o u l d  be an additional $600,000 
but Wells thinks there is no likelihood of the $3OO,OOO offer materialiiaing. 
Pol i t leal  situation as regards a tie-up with the S t a t e  insane lnstitutionrs is 
now qplte different from w h a t  it waa and is distinctly favorable a t  present. 

Probably 
Lately Col. Sprague t o l d  Wells that the 

A t  present Sprague funds are devoted largely i n  the f ie ld  of pathology - three 
full-time men at present. 
t o  the board of trustees. AG asked whether funds had iven anything t o  the 
qLmkdi..Vd- t;Zb.reply was 
quite s d m  a reason for this. 

Wells has an advisory board of physicians i n  addition 

had not. P did not ask nor 


